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The law of the Lord is perfect,    
reviving the soul;  

                        the decrees of the Lord are sure,                    
                        making wise the simple;  

the precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart.    Psalm 19: 7-8 

 
 

Hybrid Worship 

19th Sunday of Pentecost 
4 OCTOBER 2026 

Minister: Mona Smart 
Music: Frances Armstrong 

 
We acknowledge that these lands upon which we worship are the  
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Snuneymuxw  

First Nation. Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 

Words for Worship 
Words of response are in bold & italics 

 
Prelude 
 
Gathering Words 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 

We prayerfully acknowledge with thanksgiving that we gather on 
the unceded territories of the Snuneymuxw people. Gracious 
God, help us to seek a new relationship with the first peoples 
here, one based in honour and respect. Amen. 

 
Call to Worship 2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Sprit, be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
Lighting of Candle  Episcopal Church 

(Lighting of the candle) 
Holy God, 

You are the lamp for all who wander in the wilderness, 
you go before us as beacon and guide. 
Light our way to bring us home to the  
land you have prepared for us. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore You VU #232 
1Joyful, joyful, we adore you, 
God of glory, life and love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the gloom of doubt away; 
giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 
 
2All your works with joy surround you, 
earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
stars and angels sing around you, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
sound their praise eternally. 



3You are giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 
Source of grace and fount of blessing, 
let your light upon us shine; 
teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 
 
4Mortals, join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began; 
God's own love is reigning o'er us, 
joining people hand in hand. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife; 
joyful music lifts us sunward 
in the triumph song of life. 
 
Prayer of Forgiveness (Episcopal Church, Contemporary Resources) 

Merciful God, 
We have often looked to outward gifts and measures 
when what we need is your love in our hearts. 
We have often aimed toward where we stand in relation to 
others, when what we desire is the integrity your love bestows. 
We confess our need for your illumination and to be made whole. 

 
Prayer for Illumination and Grace (Episcopal Church, Contemporary Resources) 

God forgives all our errors and heals all our infirmities. 
God lifts us from the low places and sets mercy and love upon 
us. God fills us with goodness and renews our lives. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Affirmation of Faith United Church 

We are not alone;  
we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God  
who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus,  
the Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us  
and others by the Spirit.  
We trust in God. 
 
 

We are called to be the Church,  
to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus,  
crucified and risen,  
our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death,  
in life beyond death,  
God is with us.  
We are not alone;  
thanks be to God.  

 
Peace of Christ John 14:27 

Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you;” my peace I give you. Not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid.” 
 
The Peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.  
 
Prayer Before the Reading of Scripture The Wisdom of Solomon 

(A petition for God’s Holy Wisdom) 
 

Wisdom is brilliant; she never fades.  
By those who love Wisdom, she is easily seen; by those who 
seek her, she is readily found. She is a breath of God’s power, an 
image of God’s goodness, the eternal light and mirror of God’s 
glory. Now let Wisdom do all things, renew all things, and pass 
into holy souls everywhere to make them friends of God. Amen.  

 
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20        Reader: Nancy Hetherington Peirce 
Then God spoke all these words, “I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no 
other gods before me. “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in 
the form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath 
or that is in the water under the earth. “You shall not make wrongful use 
of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor and do all your work.  
 
 
 



“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
“You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet    
your neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything   
that belongs to your neighbor.” 
 
When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and 
stood at a distance and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen, 
but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” Moses said to the people, “Do 
not be afraid, for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him 
upon you so that you do not sin.” 
 
This is the Word of God 

Thanks be to the Holy Wisdom of God. 
 
Gospel Reading                                         Reader: Nancy Hetherington Peirce 

(As is your custom, please stand or sit for the reading of the gospel.) 
 

God be with you.  
And also with you  

 
The Good News of Jesus the Christ according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, Christ Jesus. 
 
Matthew 21:33-46 
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his  
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and 
they treated them in the same way. Then he sent his son to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable  
 

death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces its fruits. The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, 
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Thanks be to God 

 
Word: A Reflection 
 
Hymn of Response: Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise VU #264 
1Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
2Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life. thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
 
4Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render, O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
Life & Work of the Church 
 
Prayers of the People                                                         Paddy Waymark 
Holy Spirit, your love abides in us, 
 Hear our prayers. 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer (sung)  VU #959 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Offering (offering now to be collected) 
 
Offering Prayer  Based on Romans 12:1 

Ever-present God,  
with these offerings we present also ourselves: 
all that we have been, all that we are, and all that we shall become. 
Give us the resolve to walk in your way and to use these gifts to 
do your work in the world. Amen 
 

Closing Hymn: God Be With You Till We Meet Again VU #423 
1God be with you till we meet again; 
loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd's care enfold you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2God be with you till we meet again; 
unseen wings protecting hide you, 
daily manna still provide you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 
3God be with you till we meet again; 
when life's perils thick confound you, 
put unfailing arms around you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 
4God be with you till we meet again; 
keep love's banner floating o'er you, 
smite death's threatening wave before you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 

Blessing & Sending 
Glory to God,  

whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Postlude 
 

______________________  


